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Tomato Chair

Aarnio’s Pastil Chalr floats. He realized that Pastil Chair float-
ing on water was very rickety. If there were three items like
two great armrests, then the back of the chaoir would be
stable. This was how the Idea of the Tomato Chair was bom.
The name reflects its looks: looking ot it from the front. you
can sea two round shapes, .e. two circles like in the word
1OmatO. It Is an intelligent combination of three clrcles with
the same diometer, two of them belng armrests and one
stretched as a comfortable back.
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\arnio’s Chalrs: a Limelight at Your Home
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Aarmio was, and still Is, one of the preemi-
nent ploneers in using plastic in Industrial
design. His creative ideas and the flexible
materials have given birth fo fascinating ob-
Jects oscllating between theair intended func-
tions and fun. First and foremost in the long
list of Aarnio’s novel products is the famous
Ball Chair. Having o bee In his head about
new ldeas of furniture, he designed the Ball
Chair in 1963, Its material (fiberglass) and
shape were complete novelties at that fime.
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You might have been lucky enough to see some fancy chairs that
looked like a ball or bubble in science fiction films, magazines or fumi-
ture fairs. What was truly amazing to you was that chairs so much taken
for granted could come outin such a unique and ingenlous way in terms
of both imaginative shapes and delightful colors. But behind these so
cleverly conceived chairs was a finish designer, Eero Aamio, who brought
| refreshing novelties to the fumiture industry in the 1960's.

Aarnio’s
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Sitting In Ball Chailr Is a special
experience, becouse all surrounding
sounds are mitigated. It gives a certain
feeling of privacy. The chair is a “cozy
room within a room” with cozy and calm
atmosphere, protecting the user from
outside noises and giving him a private
space for reloxing or making a phone call.
In addition to putting a telephone inside
the Ball Chalr, some people even had it
fitted with speakers. Bv'Tumlng around on
its own ais, the Chair offers variable view
ofthe outside to user, who thus is not com-
pletaly excluded from the world ocutside.
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Formula Chair

Foryears, Aarmio had been trying to com-
bine the sculptural elements of his early
fiberglass designs with the ergonomic
solutions for comfortable sitting. He was
a Formula 1 fan, and it was just this car
that inspired the Formula Chair. Whean
looking at a formula 1 car from obove,
you can see two very wide armrests on
either side of the driver, and looking from
the side. you see a high headrest, If the
wheels are taken out, what is left s cleary
a FORMULA Chalr. They both can move
about, although the car ks faster.



